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inevitable, that Napoleon thought that France should ever be prepared for an attack, and that the military spirit should be carefully fostered. Republican America, most happily, has no foe to fear, and all her energies may be devoted to filling the land with peace and plenty. But a republic in monarchical Europe must sleep by the side of its guns. " Do you really," said Napoleon to Gohier, in this interview, " advocate a general peace? You are wrong. The Republic should never make but partial accommodations. It should always contrive to have some war on hand to keep alive the military spirit." We can, perhaps, find a little extenuation for this remark in its apparent necessity, and in the influences of the martial ardor in which Napoleon, from his very infancy, had been enveloped. Even now, it is to be feared that the time is far distant ere the nations of the earth can learn war no more.
Lefebvre was commandant of the guard of the two legislative bodies. His co-operation was important. Napoleon sent a special invitation for an interview.
" Lefebvre," said he, " will you, one of the pillars of the Republic, suffer it to perish in the hands of these lawyers ? Join me and assist to save it." Taking from his own side the beautiful Turkish cimeter which he wore, he passed the ribbon over Lefebvre's neck, saying, " Accept this sword, which I wore at the battle of the Pyramids. I give it to you as a token of my esteem and confidence."
" Yes," replied Lefebvre, most highly gratified at this signal mark of confidence and generosity, " let us throw the lawyers into the river."
Napoleon soon had an interview with Bernadotte. " He confessed," said Napoleon to Bourrienne, " that he thought us all lost. He spoke of external enemies, of internal enemies, and at that word he looked steadily in my face. I also gave him a glance. But patience ; the pear will soon be ripe." In this view Napoleon inveighed against the violence and lawlessness of the Jacobin club. " Your own brothers," Bernadotte replied, " were the founders of that club, and yet you reproach me with favoring its principles. It is to the instructions of some one, I know not who, that we are to ascribe the agitation which now prevails."
" True, general," Napoleon replied, most vehemently, " and I would rather live in the woods than in a society which presents no security against violence." This conversation only strengthened the alienation already existing between them.
Bernadotte, though a brave and efficient officer, was a jealous braggadocio. At the first interview between these two distinguished men, when Napoleon was in command of the army of Italy, they contemplated each other with mutual dislike.
" I have seen a man," said Bernadotte, " of twenty-six or seven years of age, who assumes the air of one of fifty; and he presages any thing but good to the Republic."
Napoleon summarily dismissed Bernadotte by saying, " He has a French head and a Roman heart."
There were three political parties now dividing France : the old Royalist party, in favor of the restoration of the Bourbons; the radical Democrats, orhe very nature of the case, souch to his surprise, in a few moments he heard Josephine, Eugene, and Hortense descending the stairs to take the carriage. Napoleon, even in his anger, could not be thus inhuman. " My heart," he said, " was never formed to witness tears withoutlast, raising his eyes from his book, behold, the princess, the nobles, and all the ton had, whose character was no better than that of Lady Hamilton.uired a man at the head of the government who was both aswollen heart could now tell him personally what we owe him !' "d if one of these militate against it, I go back, and obey the great order and object, to down, down with the damned French villains. My blood boils at the name of Frenchman !" How noble does the spirit of Napoleon appear when contrasted with that of his enemies !ronouncing the names of Robertjot and Bonnier, added, in a voice the tone of which was always thrilling, ' Assassinated at the Congress of Rastadt!' Immediately all the representatives respond'
